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Please note that there is no Parish Council meeting in September, as this is the Council’s usual annual meeting break. The next scheduled meeting will take place in October.

Parish Council Vacancy

Could You Help Shape the Future of the Parish?

The Parish Council continues to have a vacancy for a councillor and would welcome applications from residents who are interested in serving their community.

Parish councillors help represent local views, comment on planning applications, work with other agencies on local issues and help shape projects that benefit the parish. No previous experience is required and full support is available.

If you are interested in becoming more involved in local affairs and helping make a difference in the community, please contact the Parish Clerk for further information.

A595 Road Safety Meeting – What Happens Next?

A multi-agency meeting was held at Beckside Community Centre on 18th September to discuss the continuing concerns about speeding and road safety through Kirkby-in-Furness and along the A595.

The meeting brought together representatives from Kirkby Ireleth Parish Council, Westmorland & Furness Council Highways, Cumbria Constabulary and our MP, Michelle Scrogham. 

The Parish Council presented the concerns raised repeatedly by residents, including vehicle speeds through the village, pedestrian and school safety, the difficulty of crossing the A595 and the potential future impact of changes to traffic patterns.

The main conclusion from the meeting was that more detailed traffic and speed data is needed. While existing data demonstrates speeding is occurring, the agencies need a clearer picture of exactly where, when and how frequently the most significant problems are occurring before the case can be made for more substantial interventions.

A number of actions were, however, identified:

· Additional speed monitoring will be considered to improve the evidence available and identify particular locations and times of concern.
· Opportunities for mobile speed-camera enforcement will be examined.
· Some relatively minor highway measures, including road-marking improvements, are expected to be progressed.
· Highways will undertake further work to assess where a pedestrian crossing could most appropriately be located.

The Parish Council has agreed to explore establishing a Community Speed Watch, allowing trained local volunteers to help monitor vehicle speeds and encourage compliance with the speed limit.

The meeting was useful, although perhaps not as positive as we had hoped. One of the clearest messages was that, when considered alongside competing road-safety priorities across Westmorland and Furness, Kirkby is not currently regarded as a priority location for significant investment or intervention. The Parish Council stressed that road safety should ultimately be about prevention. Our aim is to see concerns addressed before a serious collision occurs, rather than a collision becoming the evidence needed to justify action.

That makes good evidence particularly important. The Parish Council will therefore continue pressing for appropriate monitoring and enforcement and will use the additional data to strengthen the case for further measures where it demonstrates they are needed.

Volunteers needed – Community Speed Watch

One thing residents can directly help us with is Community Speed Watch.

We have agreed to see whether there is sufficient local interest to establish a group. Volunteers would receive the appropriate guidance and support and could help monitor vehicle speeds at suitable locations within the parish.

If speeding through Kirkby concerns you and you would be willing to give a little of your time to Community Speed Watch, please get in touch with the Parish Council. Volunteers please step forward!

The Parish Council will report back as the agreed actions progress and as further traffic and speed data becomes available.

Work Continues on Improved Verge Maintenance

The Parish Council continues to work with Westmorland and Furness Council to explore options for undertaking additional verge maintenance within the parish.

During recent months a significant amount of work has taken place behind the scenes to provide the highways authority with the information required to progress the necessary agreements, including plans, insurance documentation and risk assessments.

Many residents have raised concerns regarding visibility at junctions and road safety, and the Council remains committed to investigating practical ways in which additional cutting may be delivered in future, subject to the necessary approvals and resources being available.

Staying Warm and Managing Energy Costs This Winter

As we head towards the colder months, residents who are concerned about energy bills or household finances are encouraged to seek advice early. Support may be available through Citizens Advice, charitable grants, benefit checks and local assistance schemes.

Citizens Advice can provide free and confidential guidance on a range of issues including:

· Energy bills and debt.
· Benefits and Pension Credit.
· Housing concerns.
· Consumer rights.
· Employment issues.

Many people are surprised to discover they may be entitled to additional support, particularly pensioners and those on lower incomes.



REPORTING HIGHWAYS DEFECTS

Residents are encouraged to report road-related faults directly using the Highways Integrated Management System (HIMS).  If you visit the Westmorland and Furness Council website at www.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk, select Roads, Travel, Parking from the left-hand column then Report a Highways problem or raise a Highways enquiry. Once you have raised your enquiry you can enter contact details to be updated on the status of the rectification.

KIRKBY IRELETH PARISH COUNCILLORS

Heathland Ward: H R Saunders · M Irving

Middle Quarter Ward: J Byrne · B Knowles · V Sarson

Low Quarter Ward: R Bennett · L Walkden · A Pye · J Field · M Parkinson · Vacancy

Clerk to the Council: Mrs A Field, Burlington House East · 07732 144048

W&F Council – High Furness Ward: Cllr M Brereton · 07795 426437


	
THE NEXT MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE ON THURSDAY 15th OCTOBER  2026 AT GRIZEBECK COMMUNITY CENTRE

ALL MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND.

Visit the Parish Council Website at kirkbyirelethpc.org.uk
Follow us on Facebook.  Search for ‘Kirkby Ireleth Parish Council’
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